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THE KEMNAL ROAD RESIDENTS 1 ASSOCIATION, y YaNQTFB co'1fl liLF-
of th0{eoting held at the Bulls Head Hotel Chisle-
hurst · n the 31st August , 1959 at 8,15 p,m, 

PRESENT: Mr. H.W. Clifton ( Chainnan) 
Mr. C.M. Dunn (S0cr etary~ 
Mr. L.H. Gilbert x 

~
• Treasurer 

Mr. R.B. Thompson Legal Adviser) 
Mr . A. D. Jackson . 
Mr. J . Langlands 
Mr. G.E. Coulter. !C 

Mrs . J . Smith. 

ABSENT : Major I an Gibbs . ~ 

h MINUTE:S OF COt-ft.ITTTEE MEETING HELD ON 17th AUGUST 1959. 

The Meeting was opened by t he Secr etary who r ead the Minutes of the 
last meeting which were approved by all present . 

b, ROAD .7 UND COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS . 

The Secretary r ead a memorandum which was as follows :-

"The Co~~tee i s c?nfi~enR that the r esidents will realise the •.?verall advant~ges 
of continuing to maintain emnal Road as a private road. This is t he r esponsi
bility of the residents and can only be done if all r esidents are :i:n-epared in a 
neighbourly way to contribute their fair share to the common pool . The accompany
ing agr eement which we ask you to r eturn duly signed over a sixpenny stamp to t he 
Honorary Tr easur er , L.H. Gilber t , 11Hoblands11 without del ay set out t he basis on 
which you will be assessed as soon as your frontage or shar e of frontage can be 
ascertained. It is expect ed that on this assessment an income of something over 
£150: per annum would be raised. This with car e should enable the Committee to 
maintain the road adequately although as the last c.:omplet e r esurfacing of the r oad 
cost £800 : a policy of 11rnake do and mend" will be essential for the next f ew years . 
I f the committee through lack of funds or because of disagreements among r esidents 
finds itself unable to carry out this task it would have no alternative in the l ong 
run but to ask the Local Authority to take over the road. In that event the 
Committee is advised that the charges for constructing pavements, paving, channelling, 
sewering and making the road up to the required standard would, in al l probability, 
amount to as much a s £10 : per foot of frontage. It is furthermore expected that 
ver e the road to be taken over it would l ead to an increase in t he rating assessments 
of all properties in t he r oad. If you r cq.i i r e any further information please apply 
to the Chairman H.W. Clifton , South Lodge; Treasurer L.H. Gil bert, Hoblands ; 
Secr etary, c. M. Dunn, Hoblands Cottage ; or any of t he follow'ing member s of the 
Commit t ee : Mr. A.D. Jackson, 1Westerland Lodge '; Mr. R.B. Thompson, 1Kenmal Wood '; 
Mr. John Langlands , ' Foxoo.rth 1 ; Major Ian Gibbs, 11, 1Wcstorlands 1; Mr. G.E. Coulterr 
J , Marlowe Close; Mrs . J ean Smith, 'North Lodge, who wil l be glad to provide it. 
Signed : c.M. Dunn (Secr etary.) 11 

This memorandum is to accompany the printed Agreement, as sot out in Minute 
No. 1 paragraph t hree, to nil householder s in Kemnal Road, I t was agr eed to send the 
l etter and Agr eement , with a 6d. stamp nlroadyd.'ixed f or t he conveni ence of houso
holders , in tho hope that ther eby l oss delay vould arise in the return. 

The Secretary t hought too that the Wellington Trust should be sent the Agr ooment . 
but with a covering letter explaining tho position to thorn, as the road had been and · 
is still being used by them to a groat extent, but that finally the Lessees of 
Muloorton Court would pa.y their own contributions. 

The Secretary asked that the Tr easurer should now ta.kc over, as it came within 
his province, the sending out of t he l etters to all householder s , the assessing of 
tho frontages, and of course the final collection of funds • The Tr easur er agreed 
to thce0 points . 
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"1n i b i r summru 'Y of a t \lO hour tal k which took placo at Bel ~•,;_,; 

Tho a!:oll~• J tlts A~~t "at 11 a, m. bet woon t ho K, C, C, and Mr.H, W • Clifton, ~~ " < 
on ThuMrrs AYD J kson Miss S, G. Willia.ms nnd Mr. F. V, Wymer acting on bohnlf of th•\\, 
Dunn, • • • a.c , e 
Kemnnl Road Residents ' Associ.ati on :-

\i 
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Mr . Romo.,ood opened the meeting wit h a f ew introductory r emarks . Mr , Dunn 
tin 

t o discuss our obj ections to the 
confirmed that the purpose of t he mce g wo.~ Ho n skod whether the Council 

po
sed devel opment a.nd our counter proposa 

8
• pro . ed to def er any action to despoil the grounds of Sol wood 

Representatives were empower d On i • until our re r esenta.t ions to them had been properly consid?r c • r cco vl.Ilg a 

ti 
pl h cd them that they wor e in a clear broach of covenant and that 

ncga ve rep Y o wam i th • ssi ble dama 
we would hold t hem l egally responsible o.nd would cla m o maximum po ges. 

Mr. Dunn then asked whether t hey wer e willing t hat o.n agreed . statement ·sho';11d be 
too.de to t he Pross aft er the meeting, They could not agree to t his a s t he meeting Yas 
a private one . Mr . Dunn t hen stated that ho r e served his rights t o issue a stat ement 

t o the Pross i f ho so wished , 

Ho t hen a sked whether in view of the large numbers of Old Peoples Homes in the 
district there wa s a local need for another one , We wore assured that ther e was a 
l ong wait ing list , that t he homes ~ d t o be provided where the need was, so that 
ther e was no difficult y about visi tors being able to get to the homes, and that still 
roore homos 'Were needed. Thei r r cnarks wore at times contradictory and it seemed' that 
t heir idea of 11l ocal 11 included t he whol e of the N. W. Kent , whereas ours wo..s for the 
Chislehurst area only• i Tca and Coffee served) ! Dr. Jones interposed to state that 
his hospital had many ~ fahh'ts being minta.ined at great public cost because of the 
shortage of homes. 11owover as those cases are not f it for admission to Old Peoples 

Homes this seems irrelevant . 

Miss Willians put forward out, obj ections on the grounds of the serious loss of 
amcmiti~s which would be suffered oy the res idents of Sel'Wood. The loss of their views 
and their lovely grounds available for t heir recreation whi'ch they had loved and 
enj oyed so _much ~ince S~lwood 'W8.S opened five years a go. Mis s Williams pointed out 
how ruch dissension 'WOULd bo co.used by having two separate homes and staffs on the 
same site . The Council r epresentatives stated that they thought the ol d people of 
Scl 'Wood would gl adly give up t heir grounds if the need of further accommodation was 

- explained to them. It .ra.s pointod out tha. t the destruction of the grounds was not 
nec

7
s~ary bo<:8-use the extra ac;collJJOOdation needc..,d could easily be provided by an 

ad~itiona~ wmg as suggested 'by us, l eaving tl;lo ]lawns and trees in front of the house 
still available for recreation. • . \ '\ . . • • 

1, .·• . . T~e Counc~l r eprescnto.tiv- s also stated that no deci sions hnd been a r r ived at 
· r og.;,.rding ho'W .:,olwood and the proposed no'W home would be staffed. They said if their 

p;J.a;p-_...was to bo dropped in favour of ours two years would bo lost in "red ta II w 
s~, 'WO found t his sta tem,cnt hard to ac.ccpt. The said the pc • o 
n ecessary arrongcment s , financial ot c. to build t'Wo ;ow ho Y. could only make t he 
,lt o.lrost ir.lpossiblc to. f.inc\ suitable sites. Indeed our ~~=/~ ~um, • and were f irrl.ing 
trying, to f ind somo mor o si tos for thom. After tho mcotin ~ d{? was asked in 
drpve round Ha'Wkwood Lano to l ook at the lo.rgo site al g • ifton and Mr. Dunn 
is bdng developed by the F.ducation Authorities as ~a, 9wed JJy t bo K. c . c, which 
a fairly largo wooded area not r equired for the sch~or 0°

0 in Ther e they, discovered 
already boon provisionalJ_y oa.nw.rkod for an Old Poopl ~ P ying fields which hnd 
the nC'W site t o bo developed at Bcckonho.m is thorofo osthomo. This , in addition to 
any others they prooobly have, 'Without our knowlodgo: o eir 1'ull 12 months qua~ without 

Mr. Jackson asked what brief had boon given to - • 
dovalopment but we unsuccossi'ul in obtainin 

th
e Architects concurning the 

tho ood procodont established by siting a ruh~_ttn:e~• Ho ncvorthcl ess pointed out 
stressed the convanicnce and prncticability f g ront of an existing ono and 
He pointed out that t he kitchens wrc alroo.d; 

0
~ur d coun~er proposnl of an o.ddod 'Wing. 

could easily be anlargod, Also values of SU a ~un p she and that th<:1 dining room . rroun g properties would bo doprocia tod. 

Dr, J ones stated that he had no objection to th 
)( opinion was in keeping 'W_ith the road and not detrim ° K,C,C, proposo.l which in his 

questioned the vnluc of soma of the signatories to ontal to property values , Ho also 
they wore not Freeholders . Mr, Wymer stated that ~~r resolution of objection boce.uso 
Planning Authorities should not allow this ro sal ws most important that tho 
properties in t he road and "'8.B e.ssurod tha/ on~his to t~Sta.bl.ish a procodont for our 
care would --lwLoo oxercisod, . ma er and that of donsity groot 
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Mr, Clifton thon questioned th K 

side of their propoJial nnd was told 
O 
tiu:~• C· Roproaontatlves regarding tho financial 

this devolopmont . e stated thnt . it_was proposod t o spend about £60, 000s on 
enough to opon with an ndditionnl t~o oxist1.ng kitchens and heating plant ~0ro large 
when Sclwood was origina.ll d wing as proposed by us o.s was obviously mtcndod 
The extra nccommoda.tion co~ldo~°,lopod . into .an O~d P~oplos Homo about five years ago. 
money and without spoilin th u ~r~v7ded li1 ~his wJ.ng at much lower cost of public 
of tho road. The Councir o amenit i ~s of either the Old People or the residents 
bnt they would have d tRo~resontatives did not o.greo and wore pressed to state 

w one O J.ncreaso the accomrnodntion had tho grounds in front of 
Solwood not belong to thorn. They would not answer this directly but snid if they 
could not develop the onrdons in f t f s 1 · · 

• b - ron o e wood they might consider sollmg th0m. 
Mr. Clifton then offer ed to buy t ho grounds nnd give thorn to ijolwood for tho 
pe~?nt use and recreati on of tho Old People, provided the gardens would be 
rramta.mod as they are. Mr. Clifton stated ho cared vory much for the idea of 
Old ~o?ples Homo~ and vouchsafed thnt ho donated about £2, 000: o. year towards tho 
amenities of vnrious Old Peopl es Hornes in t he district . 

Tho Cbni:rmn.n than proposed thnt we should then inspect the actun.l site of 
the proposed building which had boon pegged out across the go.rdons , It was then 
seen how near the building would be to Westerland and Selwood and how mn.ny trees 
and shrubs would have to be destroyed to ma.kc way for it , The Council Representatives 
st ill seemed to think highly of their proposals in spite of our protestations and · 
said that the site of the building might be with advantage shifted about f our feet 
further away from Wosterland. This would probably save one or two holly trees 
but would obviously encroach still further across the rhododendron bordered entrance 
drive. 

The meeting ended with the Chnirrna.n stating that their plans would go forward 
with work probably starting on the site during the latter half of September, but that 
our r epresentations would be passed to the full Committee for their consideration. 
For our po.rt we said we would still persist in our efforts to get their plans stopped, 

A lengthy discussion arose after Mr. Dunn had given the above report, 
regarding future action to be taken by our Commi ttoe, and the $ecretary asked 
Mr, Thompson if there was any hope of an injunction being taken out, stopping the 
K. c. c. from progressing with their proposals, but Mr. Thompson felt thnt it would 
not only be o. prolonged undertaking but prooobly a futile one, as the najority of 
Covenants in Kemnal Road hnd been broken, and an injunction could not be taken 
against the destruction of trees and shrubbery. 

The Secr etary had already written to the Ministry of Bousing and Local 
Government and also the Minister of Health prior to the meeting at Selwood, and it 
wo.s thought best to a,ra.it the replies from these two authorities before taking any 
future action, 

Following the meeting with the K. c. c, the Chairman and the Secretary wore 
able to way- lay Dr. Jones (the resident opposer to the scheme) to discuss with him 
the reasons for his attitude townrds our Committoo, and to ascertain primarily whether 
ho hnd received the letter which was sent to him, nnd when ho was going to hand over 
the money and records in his possession, held on behalf of the residents of Komnal 
Road. Er, Jones obviously has no intention whatsoever of being co-oporativo for 
he made it plain that he certainly does not intend to hand over the r ecords, 
containing tho names of the residents • and the assessed frontages , and folt that 
the odd sum of money (which ho ascertains as boing about £:27. 10. 0d. ) should bo r eturned 
to Foxbury as he IJl£lintains that a.11 their contribution was not required. (It should 
be r ecorded here that tho Treasurer ha.s since had a telephonic conversation with 
Mr Cox the othor signatory, a.s mentioned in Minute No . l po.rof;raph 5, to the effect 
t~t Mr: Cox will not sign o.ny cheque sent to him by Dr.Jones . ) 

Dr J ones further r eimoratod tho remarks previously roo.de by his Wife, that there 
bad nev;r been a Komnal Roa.d Residents ' Association , but tho Socrotary r efreshed his 
momory with r egard to t~e :'i:1utoe ?f ~ Moot:ln~ hold in 1.956 .• and pi,intod out tho.t throe 
) oars l ov .:mue ha.d 1:,o<3n lv s., l:,hrougn his rx. 'luv J.CUI • 

Dr. Jones wa.s quite n.dn.mant in ro.t'using to pay anything towards tho upkeep of 
Kcmnal Road to which the Seoreto.:ry ropllod thnt ho would, of course, bQ living on tho 
charity of his neighbours . 

Mr Thompson felt that ho bad o. right, as a resident ha\ring cont rihl.tod towards 
tho provio~ oost of the upkoop of tho rood, to "1rito a. lotter to Dr, Jonos stating that 
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ho \rould like Dr , J ones to cxplo.in his a ttitude, o.s Mr . Thompson }lad nevor had 
nckno-wlcdgmcnt of t he payment n.1.do by hio to Dr. J on es . ~ 
fu. SIGHT LINE AT TOP OF ROLD. 

The Socretnry had r eceived n visit fror:1 an R. A. c. Official stating thnt t 
had rocoivod collll!\Uilicotions from members in the road about tho unsatisfactory hoi 
sighting. It ws hoped toot it could be agreed between the c . M. S. at Liskoard 
Lodge, tho Locnl Authority nnd the Trustees of the strip that the postg are moved 
1:nck throe or four foot whichever is r equired, with the line of the C, M. S . 
frontage . The Secrotnry so.id that he thought the Local Authority would put some 
nsphalte across Ashfield Lo.no, so trot it would improve the sight line , without 
openL11.g up the road , I t was agr eed by all present that this action should be taken 
thus ensur ing a greater measur e of safety when entering Ashfiel d Lene. , 

it. !.SSOCUTION STATIONERY. 

~he Secretary proposed o. vote of thanks t o Mr. C,oul_ter f or ill his good 
.work, w~ch wo.s endorsed by all other members, and especial ly f or the printing 
of tho circular letter and agreement f onns to -be sent to all r esi dents . 

2.!_ DATE OF NEXT MEETING. 

Becnuse of the Sel wood Dovcloprncnt it wo.s f elt trot ri meeting might be 
necessary at short noti e but • t h • • .... f or the 14th s t b ? ' in ° mco.ntl.Iile o. provisional dn to had boon fixed 

op cm er in the Adam Room of the Bulls Head Hotel at 8. i5 ·p . m. 

7, ANY OTHER BUSINESS . 

Mr , Jackson felt that he sh uld i t • • 
mdo by Jehovah Witnesses All fo~t · t ro. so ho point a.bout tho regular calls 

.and not one in which the K R R A h ~d :~ u per sonal problem to bo _ ov-crcorrie, 
ca.11.s could ensily and eff~cti;eiys b~ stoppe~lpart, and the Chni rnnn proved that 

Mr. Thompson so.id that ho would lik t • • • 
the problem which his visitors encountered ~ ~ n;ise the point with r 0go.rd to 
indeed Kornnnl Roo.d. All pr esent fol t tho. 11; rymg to find his hone, a.nd 
adverti se Komno.l Road at the junction with\it~oulf not bo an o.dvonto.go t o 
l ead to mo re traffic. ro oy nnc, o.s this may well. 

Mr. Gilbert took the opportunit oft 
for o.11 their ho.rd work on behalf of thy A ho.nking Mr. Clifton and Mr Dunn 
supported by allmombors present. • e ssocio.tion, which was ·;,,,arm1y • 

MINUTE N0. 2. 
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